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The CUHK Hong Kong Children Eye Care Programme
(CECP) was launched in 2015 with participation of more
than 3,100 service providers including ophthalmologists,
nurses, optometrists and voluntary helpers. Based on the
vision “being able to see is a basic right of children”, the
CECP provides eye care education and ophthalmological
services to children and families.
Largely due to insufficient parental awareness, some
children with eye diseases, especially those from low-income families, do not receive timely and appropriate
treatment. This would affect their academic performance
and personal development. The CECP has set up a
charitable ophthalmology clinic to provide comprehensive
ophthalmologic examination and treatment specifically for
children from low-income families. The team has invited
over 120 ophthalmologists from both public and private
sectors to provide voluntary service in the clinic.

Up to October 2021, the team has conducted more than 400
days of services during weekends to more than 30,000
children. More than 3,000 free glasses have been prescribed
to school children with impaired vision due to refractive
errors but their families cannot afford them.
Examination and treatment alone cannot tackle the root
cause of children’s eye problems. the team has conducted
over 200 talks and workshops to raise the awareness of
more than 30,000 parents, teachers and social workers on
children eye care. The team has also shared public
education information and knowledge through TV, radio
and newspapers. Prevention is better than cure. It is
important to pay attention to the health of their children’s
eyes at early age. By connecting with more than 180
primary schools, 40 NGOs, and 45 secondary schools, the
team advocates children eye care proactively with our
society.
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